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they are spirits, yet those fiery bodies unto which they are
fastened and confined shall be of a more pestilential flavour.'
It is vain to attempt an extenuation of the horror, by
relieving the Almighty from the responsibility of this
fearful prison-house. The dogma of free-will is a trans-
parent mockery. It simply enables the believer to retain
the hideous side of his creed by abandoning the rational
side. To pass over the objection that by admitting the
existence of chance it really destroys all intelligible
measures of merit and of justice, the really awful dogma
remains. You still believe that God has made man too
weak to stand alone, that He has placed him amidst tempt-
ations where his fall, if not rigidly certain in a given case,
is still inevitable for the mass, and then torments him
eternally for his wickedness. Whether a man is slain out-
right, or merely placed without help to wander at random
through innumerable pitfalls, makes no real difference in
the character of the action. Theologians profess horror
at the doctrine of infantile damnation, though they
cannot always make up their minds to disavow it explicitly,
but they will find it easier to condemn the doctrine
than effectually to repudiate all responsibility. To the
statement that it follows logically from the dogma of
original sin, they reply that logic is out of place in such
questions. But, if this be granted, do they not maintain
doctrines as hideous, when calmly examined? It is
blasphemous, we are told, to say with Edwards, that God
holds the c little vipers/ whom we call ' helpless innocents/
suspended over the pit of hell, and drops millions of them
into ruthless torments. Certainly it is blasphemous. But
is an infant really more helpless than the poor savage of
Australia or St. Giles, surrounded from his birth with